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Maharashtra Andhshraddha Nirmulan Samiti (MANS)
An affiliate of 

Federation of Indian Rationalist Associations (FIRA)
Maharashtra State :
Maharashtra is the second-most 
populous state in India, with a 
population of 112.4 million 
(112,372,972) as per the 2011 
Census. The state's total area is 307,713 
square kilometers (118,800 square 
miles).



Dr. Narendra Achyut Dabholkar
Date of Birth: 1 November 1945

Education – M.B.B.S. (1970)
Founder Executive President of MANS

He initiated and vigorously followed up for the ‘Anti-Black Magic Act’ 
in the State of Maharashtra. 

After his murder this law was passed by Maharashtra Govt. 
Mahrashtra became the first state in India to pass such Law.



Founded ‘Parivartan Vyasanamukti Kendra’ (De-addiction 
Centre) at Satara in 1989. His view - Addiction is a Mental 
Illness and to overcome it we must go for comprehensive 
awareness, restrictions, resistance and treatment. 

One of the Founder  of ‘Samajik Krutadnyata Nidhi’ (Social 
Gratitude Fund), an Organization which provides financial 
assistance  to full-time social workers. Executive Secretary till 
end of his life.

International Kabaddi player - was selected to represent India 
against Bangladesh for playing Kabaddi Test Matches.



Prominent qualities of Dr. Narendra Dabholkar as a great leader :

having personal rapport with every ground level activist.

practiced simple living throughout his life.

usually travelled by Govt. State Transport Bus and preferred to stay at activists' 
home 

great motivator to boost various capabilities of activists and encouraged 
everyone to give one's best to the society.

believed in successor planning for the Organization at an appropriate time, built 
up second line of young leadership in the Organization and handed over the 
charge to the young deserving generation



Review of work of Eradication of Superstitions by Dr Narendra Dabholkar –

1982 - became full-time activist for more than three decades. 

For 30 years, travelling to different places by spending 20 to 22 days 
per month for Organization’s work.

 - delivered at least 3000 lectures on Scientific Temperament, 
Eradication of Superstitions, Rationalism, Secularism etc.

- wrote numerous books on Scientific Temperament and Eradication of 
Superstitions and the same were published by renowned Publishers. 
These Marathi books are (Marathi Title and English meaning thereof 
are given in the bracket)  as under –



Awards Received –
Only person to receive Maharashtra State level two Awards –
Shiv Chhatrapati Sports Award, Shiv Chhatrapati Youth Award.

Best Book writer Award by Maharashtra State on three occasions for three 
different books.    (अधं$%धा : )*न,च.ह आ1ण पूण56वराम, ऐसे कैसे झाले भCद ूव 
अधं$%धा 6वनाशाय) In addition to this, received many awards from renowned 
Institutions.

The Best Activist of the Decade Award by Maharashtra Foundation, New Jersey, 
USA. The Award amount of Rs.10 lakhs was donated to MANS

Padmashree Award (Posthumously) by Govt. of India in the year 2014. 

‘Distinguished Services to humanism in anti-superstition movement award’ by 
Humanists International, 2017.



Maharashtra Andhshraddha Nirmulan Samiti (MANS)
An affiliate of 

Federation of Indian Rationalist Associations (FIRA)
Maharashtra - Land of Saints and Social Reformers. 
Tradition of Saints - Saint Dnyaneshwar(13th Century) to Saint Gadage Baba, Saint Tukadoji 
Maharaj (20th century). 
Rich tradition of 150 years of Social Reformers - starting from Lokahitavadi to Prabodhankar 
Thackaray. 
Both made efforts to pull out people from the mud of undesirable customs, traditions, 
outdated practices and superstitions. 
Examining the Religion critically and for the benefit of the society, these saints opposed the 
exploitation and ritualism in it. They promoted Logical Rationalism, Reformism, Scientific 
Temper and Humanism.  
This thought is known in Maharashtra, as, ‘Phule -  Shahu -  Ambedkar tradition of thought’ 
(Purogami).
Despite, Superstitions are flourishing hence Martyr Dr. Narendra Dabholkar established 
Maharashtra Andhshraddha Nirmulan Samiti on 9th August, 1989.

 



Prime goal of MANS - create an Exploitation-free Society based on the 
Constitutional Values of Equality, Fraternity and Social Justice and to 
change the mindset of the people. 

Organization's Five Principles (Panch-sutree) -
1) To oppose the superstitions which involve exploitation, cheating and 
are misleading.
2) To propagate, spread and follow Scientific Temperament.
3) To examine the Religion firmly, critically but constructively, 
corresponding to the time.
4) To activate the heritage of Saints and Social reformers and values of 
the Constitution.
5) To join hands with the movements of comprehensive social reforms.



Activities of MANS include:

Organization of awareness programs in Schools, Colleges, 

Religious events, Social events and make people aware about 

the so called miracles performed by the fake Babas. The 

miracles are performed by our Activists and the secret is 

revealed later at the end of program. This eliminates the fear 

among the people.



Organizing lecture with practical's of spreading Scientific 
Temperament - the fundamental Constitutional duty of every Citizen.

Article 51 A (h) of Constitution of India - Article 51A(h) of the Indian 
Constitution mandates that every citizen should develop a scientific 
temper, humanism, and the spirit of inquiry and reform. This 
fundamental duty emphasizes the importance of rational thinking, 
compassion, and a willingness to question and improve society.

Awareness programs for Adolescent Boys and Girls about the physical, 
mental changes and challenges being faced by them while attaining 
puberty.

Our, 'Selecting the Life Partner Rationally' program makes young boys 
and girls aware about how to select a life partner in marriages.



Environment friendly substitute for festivals: 

Environment friendly Ganesh Festival, Holi, Cracker less Diwali-
Christmas-New year campaigns are organized.

Snake Awareness programs clear misunderstandings about 
Snakes.

Anti Addiction Drive is observed during the last week of 
December.

Govt of Maharashtra has fallen in line with our Campaigns and 
they also issue instructions for observing Environment friendly 
Ganesh Festival, Holi, Cracker less Diwali.



organizing training programs aimed at fostering a 
scientific mindset among Primary and Secondary 
school educators for the past 35 years.

This initiative is carried out in collaboration with 
the Education Dept of the Govt and management 
of educational institutions across the state of 
Maharashtra. 



The curriculum encompasses a range of topics – 
Scientific perspectives, 
Beliefs and superstitions, 
Mental health issues, 
Phenomena such as possession by spirits or deities,
Astrology, 
Rituals, 
Ethics, 
Secularism, 
Philosophical critiques of Buvabaji (Exploitation by Godmen), 
Strategies for overcoming addiction
National Science Day, among others.



The subjects covered and the duration of the lectures vary 
based on the time available, and audio-visual aids are 
employed to enhance the learning experience.

 Over the past 35 years, approximately 20,000 teachers have 
benefited from this training. 
Challenges -
Opposition by religious groups
Data collection and analysis

In addition, self-study examinations are administered for 
students in schools, with several hundred thousand students 
participating in this initiative.



Vidnyan Bodh Vahini (Science on Wheels): 

A specious vehicle equipped with a number of teaching aids to 
inculcate scientific outlook amongst students in rural areas and 
residential schools in the tribal areas.

The Rotary Clubs of Cleave Land in the USA and of Jalgaon (in 
Maharashtra) have donated this vehicle to the MANS. 

This self-contained vehicle that takes a couple of activists to remote 
areas, facilities for showing documentaries, selling books, and 
providing a platform for executing many other programs. 

Many village schools and tribal residential schools of about 15 
districts in Maharashtra have benefitted from this facility.



Report for July 2022 to Feb 2024

•Training camps for students – 15
•Training camps for teachers – 35
•Workshops on topic - Adolescent age – 25
•Campaign - Cracker free festivals - 25
•Self study and answer questionnaire by student – 
(2022-23) - 20000 and (2023-24) - 5000
•Total (Approx.) reached to students – 1.5 to 2 lac
•Total (Approx.) reached to teachers - 5000











































Thank You All



Do you wish to support MANS…How..?
1) To buy books on eradication of superstitions available with us.

2) become a subscriber of ‘Andhshraddha Nirmulan Patrika’, - magazine

3) by giving monetary donations.

4) organize workshop / programs of eradication of superstitions at your known 
places (Schools, Colleges, Women’s / Youth Organizations, Villages).

5) remain present and participate in the programs on ‘eradication of 
superstitions.

6) share the info of MANS to your friends, relatives and request them to 
participate  in this work.



Participated in campaigns like – 

- Fight against Godmen and improper traditions, 

- Stopping animal sacrifice during Religious Fairs, 

- Promoting and arranging Satyashodhak method  Marriages (free of 
Caste-Dowry-Priest-Auspicious Days-Expenditure)

- Environment friendly Holi festival, 

- Pollution-free Diwali, 

- Donation of immersed Ganesha idol and nirmalya



Organization's Stand on the God

It is not a wonder that the concept of God came in the mind of primitive man. If he felt that the control of 
extremely complicated universe is done by similar, invisible power, it is natural. MANS is ‘Neutral’ about the 
concept of the God. Neutral means, the organization neither support nor oppose the concept of the God on its 
platform. Our Country’s Constitution has conferred a fundamental right to each of the Citizen to believe or not to 
believe in the God. The Organization desires to work within the framework of the constitution. 

However, the exploitation in the society made on the basis of the concept of the God, undesirable traditions, 
ritual are critically examined. The Organization considers the right of such critical examination given by same 
Constitution as very valuable.

After such examination, the God who creates miracles, fulfils the vows of the followers, controls human life is not 
acceptable to the Organization. 

However, as stated by Saney Guruji, ‘whoever amuses the kids, he will connect himself to the god’, if someone 
believes and imagines that the creator this type of high level moral thoughts means God, then the Organization 
does not oppose to it; supports it. 

Human centered ‘God’ concept is presented by the Saints of Maharashtra. 

This rational stand of MANS is different than the stand taken by the others throughout the world. It is in line with 
India’s social, cultural and historical soil. 


